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A Circular Letier from the Con- 
grefs of the United States o 


Friends and Fellow-Citizens, 

N governments, raifed on the 
I generous principles of equi] 
liberty, where the rulers of the 
ftate, are the fervants of the 
people, and not the matters of 
thefe from whom they derive 
authority, it is their duty to in- 
form their fellow-citizens of the 
ftate of their affairs, and by e- 
vincing the propriety, of public 
meafures, lead them to unite 
the influence of inclination to 
the force of legal obligation in 
rendering them fuccefsful. This 
duty ceafes not, even in times 
of the moft perfect peace, order 
and tranquility, when the fafe- 
ty of the common-wealth is nei- 
ther endangered by force or fe- 
duétion from abroad, or by fac- 
tion, treachery, Or mifguided 
ambition from within. At this 
feafon, therefore, we find our- 
felves in a particular manner 
impreffed with a fenfe of it, and 
can no longer forbear calling 
your attention to a fubjeé&t much 
mifreprefented, and refpecting 
which dangerous as well as er- 
roneous opinions have been held 
and propogated ; we mean your 
finances, 

The ungrateful defpotifm and 
inordinate luft of domination 
which marked the unnatural de- 
figns of the Britith king and his 
yenal parliament to enflave the 
people of America, reduced you 
to the neceffity. of either affert- 
‘ing your rights by arms, or in, 
es under the yoke, 

ou nobly preferred war. | Ar- 
mies were then to be raifed, 
paid and fupplied; Money be- 
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came neceflary for thefe pur- 


. q of pofes, Of your own there-was 
America to their Conftituents. 


but little; and of no nation in 
the world could you then bor- 
row. The little that was fpread 
among you could be collected 
only by taxes, and to this end 
regular governments were eflen- 
tial; of thefe you were alfo de- 
ftitute. So circumftanced, you 
had no other refource but the 
natural value and wealth of your 
fertile country. Bills were if; 
fued on the credit of this bank, 
and your faith pledged for their 
redemption. After a confide- 
rable number of thefe had cir- 
culated, loans were folicited, 
and offices for the purpofe efta- 
blifhed. Thus a national debt 
was unavoidably created, and 
the amount of it as follows: 

Bills emitted and circulating, 
159,948,880 dollars. 
onies borrowed before the rft 
of March 1778, the intereft of 
which is payable in France, 
7,545,169 dollars, 67-goths 
of a dollar. 

Monies borrowed fince the rift 
of March 1778, the intereft 
of which is payable here, 
26,188,909 dollars. 

Money due abroad, not exaétly 
known, the ballances not 
having been tranfmitted, fup- 
pofed to be about 4,000,000 
of dollars. 

For your farther fatisfaction 
we fhal] order a particular ac- 
count of the feveral emiflions, 
with the times limited for their 
redemption, and alfo of the fe- 
veral loans, the intereft allowed 
on each, and the terms affigned 


‘for their payment, to be pre- 


pared and publifhed. ! 
The taxes have as yet brought 
into the treafury no more thaa 
| 39027560 
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4,027,500, fo that all the mo- 
gies {upplied to Congrefs by 
the people of America, amount 
to no more than 26,761,665 
dollars, and 67-goths, that be- 
ing the fum_ of loans and taxes 
received. Judge then of the 
neceflity of emiffions, and learn 
from whom and from whence 
that neceffity aroie. 

We are alfo to inform you, 

that on the firft day of Septem- 
ber inftant we refoived, ** That 
we would on no account what- 
ever emit more bills of credit 
than to make the whole amuunt 
of fuch bills'200,000,000 dollars, 
and as the fum emitted and in 
circulation amounted to 159, 
948,880 dollars, and the fum of 
40,051,120 dollars remained to 
compleat the 200,000,000 above 
mentioned, we on the third day 
of September inftant farther re- 
‘folved, that we would emit fuch 
part only of the faid fum of 
40,051,120 dollars as fhould be 
abfolutely neceflary .for public 
exigencies before adequate fup- 
plies could otherwife be ob- 
tained, relying for fuch fupplies 
on the exertions of the feyeral 
ftates.” : 

Exclufive of the great and 
ordinary expences incident to 
the war, the depreciation of the 
currency has fo fwelled the 
prices of every neceflary article, 
and of confequence made fuch 
additions to the: ufual amount 
of expenditures, that very con- 
fiderable fupplies muft be imme- 
diately provided by loans and 
taxes; and we unanimoufly de- 
clare it to be effential to the 
welfare of thefe ftates, that the 
taxes already called for be paid 
into the continental treafury by 
the time recommended for that 


A Circular Letter, &%c. 


409 
purpofe, It is alfo highly pro-. 
per that you fhould extend your 
views beyond that period, and 
prepare in feafon as well for 
bringing your refpe€tive quotas 
of troops into the field early next 
campaign, as for providing the 
fupplies neceffary in the courfe 
of it. We fhall take care to 
apprize you from time to time 
of the ftate of the treafury, and 
to recommend the proper mea- 
{ures for fupplying it. To keep 
your battalions full, to encou- 
rage loans, and to aflefs your 
taxes with prudence, collec 
them with firmnefs, and pay 
them with punctuality, js all 
that will be sequifite on your 
part. Further way: and means 
of providing for the public ex- 
igencies are now under confide- 
ration, and will be foon laid 
before you. 

Having thus given you a fhort 
and plain ftate of your debt, 
and pointed out the neceflity 
of punctuality in furnifhing the 
fupplies already required, we . 
fhall proceed to make a few re- 
marks on the depreciation of the 
currency, to which-we entreat 
your attention. 

The depreciation of bills of 
credit is always either natural 
or artificial, or both, The lat- 
ter is our cafe, The moment 
the fum in circulation exceeded 
what was neceflary as amedium 
in commerce, it began and con- 
tinued to depreciate in propor- 
tion asthe amount of the furplus 
encreaféd ; and that proporti- 
on would hold good until the 
fum emitted fhould, become fo 
greatas nearly to equal the value 
of the capital or ftock, on the 
credit of which the bills were 
iflued. Suppofing, ae 

at 
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that 30,000,000 was neceflary 
' for a circulating medium, and 
that 160,000,000 had iffued, the 
natural depreciation is but little 
more than as five to one: But 
the actual depreciation exceeds 
that proportion, and that excefs 
is artificial. “Che natural depre- 
ciation is to be removed only by 
leflening the quantity of money 
in circulation. It will regain its 
primitive value whenever it fhall 
be reduced to the fum neceflary 
for a medium of commerce. ‘This 
is only to be efteéted by loans 
and taxes. | 

‘The artificiahdepreciation is a 
more ferious fubject, and merits 
minute inveftigation. A diftruft 
(however occalioned) entertained 
by the mafs of the people either 
in the ability or inclination of the 
United States to redeem their 
bills is the caufe of it. Let us 
enquire, how far reafon will juf- 
tify a diftruft in the ability of the 
United States, 

‘Theability of the United States 
muft depend on two things ; firft, 
the fuccefs of the prefent revolu- 
tion; and, fecondly, on the fuf- 
ficiency of the natural wealth, 
value, and refources of the coun- 
try. 

‘That the time has been when 
honeft men might, without be- 
ing chargeable with timidity have 
doubted the fuccefs of the prefent 
revolution, we admit; but that 
period is pafled. ‘The independ- 
ance of America is now as fixed 
as fate, and the petulant efforts 
of Britain’ to break it down are 
as vain and fruitlefs as the raging 
of the waves which beat again 
their clifts. Let thofe who are 


{till afii@ed with thefe doubts 
confider the charaéter and con- 
dition of our enemies. Let them 
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remember that we are contend- 
ing againft a kingdom crumbling 
into pieces; a nation without 
public virtue; and a people fold 
to and betrayed by their own re- 
prefentatives; again{t a prince 
governed by his paflions, and a 
miniftry without confidence or 
wifdom ; againft armies half paid, 
and sated 
a governinent equal only to plans 
of plunder, conflagration and 
murder----a government, by the 
moft impious violations g the 
rights of religion, juftice, huma- 
nity and mankind, courting the 
vengeance of s/heaven, and re- 
volting from the protection of 
providence. Againft the fury of 
thefe enemies you made fuccefs- 
ful refiftance when fingle, alone, 
and friendlefs, in the days’ of 
weaknefo and infancy, before 
your hands had been taught to 
war, or your fingers to fight. 
And can there be any reafon to 
apprehend that the Divine dif- 
pofer ot human events, after hav- 
ing feparated us from the houfe 
of bondage, and led us fafe thro’ 
a fea of 
of liberty and promife, will leave 
the work of our political redemp- 
tion unfinifhed, and either per- 
mit us to perith in a wildernefs 
of difficulties, or fufter us to be 
carried back in chains to that 
country of oppreffion, from whofe 
tyranny he hath mercifully deli- 
vered us witha ftretched outarm? 
In clofe alliance with one of 


the moft powerful nationsin Eu- — 


rope, which has generoufly made 
our caufe her own, in amity with 
many others, and enjoying tae 
good-will of all, what danger have 
we to fear from Britain? nee 
Q 


t 6. 
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lood towards the land 
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half trufted; againft — 














a ees 


United States Magazine, 


For OCTOBER, 1779. 





Some remarks on the nature, cau- 
fes, dangerous Errors, and in- 


eftious {pread of the prefent 
te Enthufiafm in Ames 


rica. 


“© Mundus fenefcens patitur phan- 
‘© taftas.” Gerfon, 


i.e. The old age f the world is 
afflicted with entiufiajm. 


EISM, Libertinifm, and 
Irreligion, have fo long 
prevailed among all the fafhion- 
able people in Europe and Ame- 
rica, that few fu/pected the dan- 
gerofa contraryextreme. Yet 
the contrary extreme of wild 
enthufiafin is now rapidly {pread- 
ing through the United States, 
not only to the endangering of 
our political liberty §, but allo of 


§ How far the Englifh Mini- 
Jiry make war upon us by means 
of the eer Preachers, and 
what fucce/s they may have in the 
other flates, J do not at prejent 
undertake to explain; but 1am 
_ J4ft informed that a lieutenant and 
Sorty-fix men in one company only, 
in this county, have, on turning 
Methodifts, all laid down thar 
arms. If this were nniverfal, 


enthufjafm would fubdue the liber- 
ties of our fiates, more than all the 
mighty fleets and armies of Bri- 
tain. 





all true religion, whichis juft 
middle line between both ex- 
tremes, This line has not yet 
been fo well afcertained by phi- 
lofophers and divinesas it ought 
to have been. I can here only 
throw out fome hints, which 
others may more happily pur- 
fue. One thing here is certain, 
that true Chriftianity can bear 
the teft of juft reafoning, found - 
ed on the demonftrated facred 
oracles, and fears no enerties 
but the ftupid and unthinking, 
viz. The irrational libertine, 
and blind enthufiaft. Thele: 
oppofite wide extremes, though 
it may feem a paradox, do in 
fact produce each others Hence 
a gentleman who has a {matter 
of learning, and fome wit and 
genius, as he cannot fail to fee 
the abfurdities of religious en 
thufiafm, naturally runs into 
the other extremeof deifm, and 
laughs at all religion. Another 
who thinks ferioufly of his im- 
mortality, beholding the abfurd 
error of the libertine, throws 
himfelf into errors, nearly as 
dangerous, and becomes Methoe 
dift, Rogerene, &c. &c. 

It would be difficult indeed to 


give an account of the varieties 


of enthufiafm. How fhall we 
have clear ideas of it? No one 
Sect 


3P 
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Sect can have clear ideas of their 
own oddities. They are divid- 
ed to infinity, and cannot un- 
derftand themfelves. There is 
perhaps not a country in, Eu- 
rope where it does not obtain 
under one or more denomina- 
tions. 

Lord Littleton, in his Obfer- 
vations on the Converfion of 
St. Paul (a pamphlet which, by 
folid reafon, would convince 
any rational man of the truth 
of the Chriftian religion) prov- 
ing that the Apoftle was neither 
an impoftor, nor Enthufiaft, 
gives us the true ingredients of 
the latter, viz. 1. Great heat 
of temper. 2. Melancholly,. 
3. Ignorance. 4. Credulity, and 
5. Vanity. Thefe, efpecially 
the laft, are the, true charac- 
teriftics of all Enthufiafts, 
whereby they think themfelves 
fo much more devout than all 
others, that they obtain fome 
{fpecial regard of heaven; and 
hence they expeét illuminations, 
impulfes; extacies, revelations, 
calls, &c. So Montanus, San- 
ta Terefa, St. Catherine of 
Sienna, Madam Bourignon, St. 
Francis Loyola; fo Muncer, 
David George, John of Lyden, 
fifth monarchy men, George 
Fox, Naylor, the firft Qua- 
kers, Rice Evans, Monks of la 
Trape, Moravians, Methodifts, 
Rogerenes, Nicholites, &c, 

Their infpirations are evi- 
dently {fprung from felf-conceit 
working with the vapours of 
melancholly on a warm fancy. 
From the fame caufe it becomes 
very contagious among weak 
and ill-taught minds, They 
too, from natural vanity, expect 
extraordinary gifts to themielves 
as well as thofe whom they hear 


hold forth, as being of equal 
merit. 

Mr.: Locke, (the greateft of 
reafoners) obferves, se enthu- 
fiafm with fome men has the 
fame authorlty as either faith or 
reafon; fo that they lay by 
reafon, and fet up divine im- 
pulfe withoutit; z.e. They de- 
itroy both faith and reafon, and 
fet up the ungrounded faricies 
of their own overheated ima- 
gination without it, for the 
rule of their faith and practice. 
He obtferves that immediate re- 
velation is amuch eafier way to 
eftablifh their belief and prac- 
tice, than the tedious labour of 
{trict reafoning. Hence in all 
ages men of melancholly mixt 
with devotion, whofe conceit 
of themfelves has raifed them 
to a familiarity with God be- 
yond others, have flattered them- 
felves into an intercourfe with 
the Deity, and frequent move- 
ments of the Holy Spirit. He 
tells us, ** It is totally ufelefs 
to reafon with fuch men. Rea- 
fon is loft upon them, They 
pretend they fee the light bright 
as fun-fhine; they want no o- 
ther proof.” Qucere, Ought not 
our: clergy, under the charac- 
ters of Shepherds and Watch- 
men, to recal their ftraying 
flocks, and warn them againft 
fuch dangerous enemies of their 
fouls, and theircountry. 

Their authority to preach or 
hold forth, they afcribe to an 


impulfe or internal call; on . 


which the very pious and great 
divine Mr. Baxter, remarks, 
«© The Scripture hath yet fhewn 
us no other way to the internal 
call, but by theexternal,” Rom. 
x,14. ‘ To affirm that the 
Spirit calls or teaches eicispras 

the 
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the Word and rational evidence, 
is only groundlefs fiction and 
Enthufiafm. The work of the 
Spirit is not to perfect Scripture, 
or to add any thing to its difco- 
very ; orto be inftead of Scrip- 
ture, where it is wanted, much 
lefs where men have the Bible.” 
«© Formerly, indeed, there were 


. prophets to give a new revela- 


tion (confirmed by uncon- 
trolled miracles, and fure pro- 
phecies whick are yet accom- 
plifhing, of the moft contin- 
gent actions of men, which 
were the confirming feals of e- 
very divine miffion) to write the 
{criptures forus.” Now Reve- 
lation is complete, and God 
teaches no new leffon, nor the 
old without book. ‘* He now 
only illuminates and lanctifies 
what he teaches by Scripture, 
Reafon and Providence.” Nor 
can we know hisinfluences from 
the operations of our minds, 
while prefent, but only by their 
tendency and after fruits, in 
ftrengthening thofe religious ex- 
ercifes of our renewed minds, 
which we call the Chri/fian 
Graces, as faith, repentance, /u- 
preme love to God, xeal, fear, 
hope, &c. &c. * The afferting 
any more is wild enthuliafm.” 
¢* Werethe Holy Spirit to teach 
without the facred {fcriptures, 
furely millions of blind Hea- 
thens would foon become Chrif- 
tians.” Read Heb. v. 11---14. 
Inftead of immediate infpira- 
tion, God nowrequires the im- 
provement of all the powers of 
our minds, and to proceed by 
painful ftudy from one truth to 
another. 

Though Mofes was called by 
miracles inthe Wildernefs, yet 
when he comes to the people he 


muft fhew new miracles to prove 
the Lord had fent him, Until 
thefe new prophets can fhew 
us they raife the dead, or fome 
other miracles, no man of;fenfe 
will receive them. 

Objection. ** Beware you do 
not oppofe thefe holy men, for 
they are labouring to reform the 
world; they preach Chrift with 
great zeal; and their difciples 
are remarkably amended al- 
ready.” 

Anfwer. With all my foul, I 
pray and long for a reformation, 
and rejoice if any good is done, 
even = thefe felf-conftituted, 
illiterate, mufhrooms of a night. 
God can bring order out of their 
confufion, and light from their 
darknefs. But if their noti- 
ons and preachments, refpecting 
both faith and morals, be un- 
{criptural, unfound, and ab- 
furd, 1 cannot hope that they 
can do any fervice tothe fouls of 
men. 

1, As to morals, our prefent 
Enthufiafts perhaps never infift 
upon them. Nay, they affert 
thatthofewhodo, do nt right- 
ly apprehend the nature of the 
gofpel, Have they areal defign 
to difparage the laws of God, 
and conformity to them? Do 
they oppofe the neceffity ot fanc- 
tification, by which only we 
can know our juftification ? This 
prejudice of theirs overturns the 
foundations of morality. This 
is the height of extravagant en- 
thufiafm, to fet up faith againft 
morality. Their difparaging 
morality in theirharangues, and 
faying that the urging it is a 
mark of the ungodly, fhews 
that they are ungodly. This is 
falfe, rafh, and {fcandalous. Can 
it be a markof herefy to infift on 

that 
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that morality, good works, fanc- 
tification, or holinefs, which is 
to follow Chrift; the image of 
God on the foul; the genuine 
fruit of the Spirit; the divine 
temper begun in the foul in re- 
generation; the only thing our 
Saviour recommended in his fer- 
mon onthe mount, Mat.v, &c. 
&c. which the Apoftles urge in 
every epiltle; which they de- 
clare isthe end of our whole re- 
ligion; which difcriminates the 
children of God from the chil- 
dren of the devil; without 
which nomanfhail enter into the 
kingdom of heaven; according 
to which Chrift will judge the 
world. The only mark to judge 
whether faith and love be really 
true and fincere, &c. 

2. Again their doétrine of 
faith feems as erroneous and 
dangerous as their morality. 
When they every day defcribe 
their notion of faith, will it not 
amount to this; ‘* that any 
manor woman, orchild, thatis 
thoroughly affrighted § by the 
terrific yells, fhouting, and un- 
natural contortions and grima- 
ces of a Methodift preacher, 
dealing damnation round the whole 
country on all but the Methodifts, 
and fhall appear. confounded, 
and faJl down raving, convulf- 
ed and demented, totally dif- 
qualified for any act of reafon, 
or to underftand the {criptures ; 
and then, on the Methodiit’s 
commanding him firmly to be- 
lieve that Chrift died for him, 





§ They feem to fuppofe that 


every man’s converfian muft be on 
the model of St. Paul's, though he 
was evidently one of theigreateft 
miracles of that age of miracles. 


declares a ftrong confidence that 
Chrift has faved him, fhall be 
‘ple faéto |pardoned, affured of 
alvation, and can fin no more, 
but is perfect; though he be- 
lieves no perfeverance of faints.” 
Strange abfurd inconfiftency! 
This, I think, muft be owned 


a jult reprefentation of their 


doctrine. Thus all their faith, 
by which they are fure of falva- 
tion, isonly a groundlefs confi- 
dence, prefumption and fecuri- 
ty. Surely the divine written 
law and common reafon will 
teach that all fuch confidence, 
not attended with the foul’s 
knowing and confenting to the 
gofpel terms, or entering fin- 
cercly and deliberately into the 
facred and gracious covenant, 
with agreat and univerial change 
of heart and life, and perfever- 
ing ina life of fincere piety and 
virtue, and love to God and 
man, cannot be true religion. 
A bare perfuafion that I fhall be 
faved, can never give me aright 
to falvation, and as little can 
my being demented with legal 
fears and terrors. 

This is vile Antinomian ftuff 
long fince exploded by all our 
good old divines. ow can 
this confidence be the whole of 
religion, which a man may be 
a good Chriftian without. Sui 
ly aman may be achild of God, 
and yet want confidence, as is 
abundantly evident in David and 
Afaph, who feem, in the holy 
book of pfalms, to be fome- 
times on the borders of difpair. 
On the contrary it often hap- 
pens that a bad man may be ani- 
mated with a falfe confidence, 
while melancholy, want of 
knowledge, or fome diforder of 

; body 
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body may render holy fouls very 
comfortlefs. 

J am far from charging all the 
methodifts, and other itenerant 
preachers, with hypocrify and 
impiety, or knowingly preach- 
ing thefe errors. doubt not 
but there may be fome good men 
among them, not fenfible of their 


_ errors, which, without malice, 


they hold through want of learn - 
ing, weaknefs of knowledge, and 
prepofleffion in favour of their 
leaders, whom they idolize. 
Nay, I would add this farther 
apology for them, viz, if Britain 
had not been fo generally and in- 
curably corrupted, the Metho- 
difts had perhaps not arifen, or 
at leaft would not have increafed 
to the numbers they often boat 
of. How prodigious the decay of 
all piety and virtue there, which 
provoked God to leave them to 
the late infatuation, which oc- 
cafioned the great American re- 
volution; our glory, and their 
endlefs difgrace, if not ruin! 
Wickednefs, when the divine 
patience bears no longer, de- 
molifhes, in their turns, all the 
great empires of the world. 
*° © Lucifer, how art thou fal- 
len!” O that American grati- 
tude to heaven for fo great fal- 
vations, with true repentance and 


‘amendment of Jife, may fecure, 


through the great Redeemer, all 
the bleffings and more than Bri- 
tain loft |! 

In Britain, I fay, the Me- 
thodifts prevail’d where the cler- 
gy and people were very igno- 
rant and fuperftitious, their whole 
religion confifting in the forms, 
ceremonies, and liturgy, pure ex- 
ternals, and their lives a deluge 
of immorality. And where thefe 
abufes were not fo grofs, there 


was a remarkable lukewarmnefs, 
and little true piety. Godly dif- 
cipline only prayed for, not en- 
joyed, Men lived as they pleaf- 
ed, Sacraments prophaned, Cha- 
rity and honefty banifhed. The 
clergy minding only tithes and fe- 
cular affairs, What advice in 
this cafe would we have given 
to Britain, to deliver the people 
from enthufiafm and methodifm? 
Doubtlefs to reform the clergy 
and people, and in proportion as 
the nation fhould be better in- 
itructed, blind error would de- 
cline. Let us then take the ad- 
vice we would have given, and 
perhaps we may happily get rid 
of this methodittic jargon. 

Were this granted, on the 
other hand, it muft be owned 
that enthuliaim opens a wide 
gap to licentioufnefs. Myttic 
piety is a large fountain of delu- 
fions, léads to endlefs errors, 
turns all religion afide, and is of- 
ten the bane of civil fociety. 
Hence it {preads like the moft 
infectious plague ; multitudes are 
enraptured by their pretended 
piety and zeal, take all their ha- 
rangues for divine infpiration, 
and by and by take the wander- 
ings of their own hearts for the 
call or dircétion of the Spirit, &c. 

I do not deny that many en- 
thufia{ts read the fcriptures, nay 
pretend to make them the rule 
of their faith and practice: But 
unhappily they pervert them from 
the plain and common fenfe, like 
the ancient Gnoftics, and all en- 
thufiafts fince, to figurative, pa- 
rabolical, and allegorical fenfes, fo 
as totally to mifunderftand them, 
and thereby confirm their errors. 
they fearce ever affix the fame 
ideas to words as other men; 


forfake the literal, and run _ 
e 
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the myftic meanings: For in- 
ftance, the good Samaritan in the 
parable (according to them) is 
Chrift the Saviour, the man a- 
mong thieves, one in conviction 
by the metiodift preaching, the 
prieft and levite paffing by, the 
learned, orthodox, and hireling 
preachers, &c. “Vhusthey make 
the Bible a nofe of wax, which 
they fet onany fideas they pleafe. 

e have feen they are very 
erroneous in the two great heads 
of divinity, faith and morality, 
which include the whole ; but to 
defcend to particulars, their wild 
extravagant errors would fill vo- 
lumes, which we cannot attempt, 

Itis not wonderful they fhould 
deny the divinecouncils ; a con- 
fiftent idea of which would re- 
quire more learning and ftudy 
than they can ufe; though it 1s 
faid the caft of a lot determined 
their leader to the doétrines of 
Arminius, after he had been a 
Calvinift. 

‘They declare againft the per- 
feverance of faints *, while the 
pretend that the enjoy a full af- 
furance, nay a finlefs perfection 
here, contrary to exprefs fcrip- 
tures, as1 Kingsviii. 46. 1 John 
i, 8. James ii. 2, Rom, vii. 18. 
&c, &c. 

‘Though they pretend to chari- 

ty and peace, and pray for allde- 
nominations, they are the great- 
eit fchifmatics, and heretics, in 
the fcripture fenfe of theie words, 
dividing the vilible churches by 
unhappy rents, and families too, 
as hufbands and wives, 
_ * See perfeverance candidly and 
judicroufly difputed on both fides, 
in Dr. Doddridge’s theological 
lectures. But enthufiafts boldly 
effert they know not what. 
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They difregardthe facraments, 
which our Lord has pofitivel 
inftituted, and enjoined on 
men; but a-mock facrament, 
they call a dove fea/?, they attend 
with feeming folemnity, Quere, 
Is not this altogether as abfurd, 
as any thing complained of in the 
papacy? Jf they have a right to 
appoint one ceremony, which 
Chrift has not appointed, why 
not two? why not a thoufand? 
And then tranfubftantiation, fe- 
ven facraments, pennance, and 
purgatory, &c. are all right. They 
are as little breaches of the fecond 
command, as their love-feaft. 

So their church-government is 
all human fuperftition too, teach- 
ing for doétrines the command. 
ments of men; as their clafles, 
confeffions, narration of expe- 
riences, &c. alfo are. Thefe 
ought to be defpifed byallwho take 
their religion only from the facred 
word of God, But their confe- 
quence is horrible. What lving 
to o Holy Ghoft is we opera 
by declaring (as they fpeak ) what 
God has Tone fat heir foul 
Hence it is not ftrange that they 
have generally foon become in- 
famous for vices they deny, and 
1 will not affirm. However the 
head of the churches will never 
blefs thofe human inventions, 
which are fet up in oppofition to 
his own worthip, 

‘They go into regular church- 
es, and preach at any difatished 

rfons houfe, without acquaint- 
ing the paftor, and declaim againtt 
hirelings (though none are more 
hired than themfelves, and Chrift 
fays, The labourer is worthy of 
his bire; fome fay they are 
hired by the Britifh mimiftry to 
make tories among us.) Ihey 
afk, ** What fouls have your 
miniffers 
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minifters converted? How fhall 
the queftion be anfwered? God 
was notin the earthquake, ftorm, 
’ or whirlwind, but in the fil fall 
voice. Quere, Is not 150 or 
200 communicants of exempla- 
ry lives, more like fuccefsful 

reaching, than perhaps a dozen 
infamous characters, crying and 
- fprawling on the ground, on hear - 
ing the loud bellowing of an ig- 
norant methodift ? 

Being in age acotemporary of 
the methodift religion, 1 can re- 
member Mr. James Davenport, 
who excelled perhaps all the me- 
thodifts, and was followed by 
crouds crying, roaring, kicking, 
tumbling of both fexes, in real 
or pretended convulfions ; the 
preacher and people feemed all 
demented together, over feveral 
ftates. But after two or three 
years, it pleafed God to bring 
this enthutiaftic preacher to his 
reafon, when at Bofton he made 
a public confeffion of his faults, 
and retraction, which was print- 
ed ; where he honeltly confefles 
** he was led aftray by following 
impulfes, &c. bewails his heark- 
ning to them, whether they came 
with or without a text. He 
warns the towns and country no 
longer to encourage private per- 
fons, in their taking upon them 
an authoritative manner of ex- 
horting, which has been a fnare 
of the devil to many, &c.”’ 

One of the moft unhappy 
— of enthufiafm, that I re- 
colleét, happened to one Lewis 
(1 think) in Chefter county, who 
bafely murdered his wife, “ one 
of thefe impulfes with a text of 
fcripture. I have feen his dying 
fpeech. A woman in Suffex nar- 
rowly efcaped (almoft killed, by 
a company of Nicolites, by hid- 


ing in afwamp. They were alfo 
bound over ina civil court for 
following this dangerous tumult. 
Her deluded hufband was one 
who attempted to facrifice his 
wife with the reft, So juftly 
reafoned the great philofopher 
Plato, in his Phedrus, afferti 

and proving that enthufiafim and. 
madnefs were the fame. thing, 
even at the time that the’ hea- 
thens generally fpoke of -every 
fpecies of enthufiafm with the 
higheft veneration, as fix Greek! 
names, and five Latin, imply a 
real divine poffeffion or afflation.’ 
The difference of the fpeeches of, 
madmen . and ..enthufiafts: -only: 
feem to tie in this, that while both 
are fomewhat fublime and fur! 
prizing, the enthufiaft. {peaks 
thingsalfo probable, but the mad- 


“man not, The fybils and prieft~ 


effes of the oracles'and heathen 
gods, were not inferior to. the 
enthufiafts now, in. grimace ‘and 
wonderous contortions of their 
bodies. i 
' Our modern. enthufiafts are 
more abfurd ‘than the pythiam 
and corybantic, in fhewing.a 
greater hatred to knowledge, and 
all means of.it. They rail againtt 
orthodoxy and philofophy, {cien-: 
ces, colleges, academies, learn- 
ing in general, and all improve- 
ments of the mind. They rarely: 
give any other reafon for their be- 
lief or conduct, but theiriinward, 
feelings, light, call, or impulfe, 
within them, &c. They {peak of 
other Chriitians as carnal, 4nd 
yet in darknefs, but of themfelves 
as potiefled of a clear fpiritual 
light. According to them, illi- 
terate woman, and the moft un- 
tutor’d mechanic, may under- 
ftand the {criptures better than 


the moft learned doctors, &c. 
1 thall 
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I fhall only mention one more 
of their errors, refpeéting their 
daily doétrine of converfion. 
They fpeak of a principle of {pi- 
ritual life, infufed into the foul, 
antecedent to all exercifes of life; 
which may exift there, without 
any act or exercife, and lie dor- 
mant, until a proper object be 
applied, &c. “Whis is a wild hy- 

thefis of which | can form no 
idea. What fort of being is this? 
Js it another foul, or what elfe? 
No wonder i!’ their fuperftruc- 
ture is unintelligible on fuch a 
bafis, “his principle is a wild 
dream. . if it may exift one mo+ 
ment, it may a minute, an hour, 
a day, a-year, nay through all 
lite, and men be damned at latt 
with this ina¢tive principle. 

But in truth,according to fcrip- 
ture and reafon, regeneration is 
only the firft aét of a feries of 
aéts, fucceeding each other thro’ 
the whole lite, which the Holy 
Spirit caufes the foul to act or 
exert, which conftitute the divine 
life. tis the aétual fubmiffion 
of the foul to God, denoting a 
moral efteét of the fpirit-ot God. 
The principle and manner of its 
communication are not in them- 
felves immediately perceptible, 
John iii. 8. This principle is not 
antecedent to every aét of holi- 
nefs, but includes them all in it. 
Grace is an active principle in- 
deed, ‘This includes a new view 
in the mind, and a new determi- 
nation of the will, Eph. v. 8. 
Pfal. cx. 3, &c, it is an expe- 
rimental and pra€tical knowledge 
of God, a love to God and man. 
This is not, according to enthu- 
fiaits, by infpirations, calls, and 
impulfes,but the Hoiy Spirit ufes 
the written word as the means 
of regeneration, ‘** His word 
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converts the foul,’* And the va« 
rious graces are only the exer- 
cifes of the heart, ourown work 
aififted by the Spirit, as faith, re- 
pentance, zeal, joy, watchful- 
nefs, &c. ‘lhe whole of rege- 
neration is called, in/cribing God's 
law on the heart, Jer. xxxi, 33. 
‘Thefe enthufiafts confufe the fub- 
ject, by reftraining this great 
change to faith only, which bya 
fatal miftake, they reprefent as 
confifting only in confidence, as 
before. Though the {cripture 
commonly ufes the word /amban- 
ountes (as John i. 12, &c.) imply- 
ing an entering into a cavenant, 
which is the compleat work of 
faith, uniting to Chrift in a kind 
of marriage union. In this co- 
venant the real Chriftian perfe- 
veres to death, whatever the me- 
thodifts pretend; for though he 
fall into fin (which they eo 
deny ) he never difclaims his Lord, 
totally renounces his allegiance, 
or repenteth of or recalls his co- 
venant of grace (tho’ his cove- 
nant of duties be often broke) 
while faith continues the condi- 
tion of it, as is plain, Heb. x. 29. 
Mat, xxiv. 13, Rev. ii. 26, 27. 
and iii. 11, 12. John xv. 4, 6, 
villi. 31, and xv, 9. Col. i. 23. 
Rom. xii, 22, &c. 

‘Vhefe methodifts alfo fend all 
to hell, who cannot tell them the 
time and place and manner of 
their converfion, Would they 
damn Jeremiah and John the 
Baptift, who were fanétified from 
the womb, Every good divine, - 
as Mr. Baxter and Dr. Dod- 
dridge §, declares againft this 

mark, 


§ 1 mention Dr. Doddridge as 
the greatef? of modern divines, 
whofe theological leétures every 


clergyman fhould learn. 
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correction and fin, though God’s 
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mark, as having much uncer- 
tainty and miftake in it, and de- 
fire only to enquire after the 
work itfelf. ‘Thefe enthufiafts 
alfo, with the ancient Antino- 
mians, boaft of living without 


word declares the contrary ex- 
*prefly every where, aslf. Ixiv. 5. 
ph, Sar Pfal. viii.g, Rev. i. 
1, 4. Pfal. Ixxix. 31, 32, 1 Cor, 


xi. 20. 

Bat left I weary the .reader 
with their dangerous errors, fome 
of which I have only mentioned 
for the fake of tender confciences 
in danger of ruin by them, I fhall 
only add fome caufes of their 
rapid fpread among us; where I 
need not repeat the general cor- 
ruption and ignorance of the 
people at large, and the mixture 
of the ftupidly attached to the 
caufe of Britain ameng us, for 
the methodifts are chiefly caref- 
fed among the tories, the enemies 
of our country. 

1. An affected kind of oratory, 
a dangerous enemy to truth, is 
a principal caufe. All antient 
and modern innovators in religion 
have deceived others and fome- 
times themfelves, by indulging a 
rapturous, myftic, unintelligible 
wayof {peaking. Deceivers always 
differ in their language from o- 
ther men, and afteét to differ, 
dealing much in tropes and fi- 
gures, as metaphors, fimilies, 
apoftrophes, lalicpocies: &e. 
They affect {plendid words, and 
difguife, yea confound the truth, 

t is truly remarkable, that 
by oratory or rhetoric the three 
greateft errors of the papacy 
were introduced, [ mean the 
fupremacy of the pope, invoca- 
tion of faints, and tran{ubftanti- 
ation, Whe firft by the hyperbo- 
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lical eulogies given to St. Peter 
by fome of the fathers, as Jerom, 
Cyril, Cyprian, and efpecially 
Chryfoftom, who affected a plau- 
fible and enthufiaftic, rather than 
a true and ferious way of fpeak- 
ing. They were exceffively 
lavifh in praifing ithe bifhop of 
Rome, extolling his jurifdicti- 
on, giving him too high titles, 
and complimenting in too high 
ftrains, or fanciful flafhes of rhe- 
toric. What they faid only as 
orators, was taken for plain truth, 
and thus the fupremacy of the 
pope was fixed on the ftupid 
world, 

‘Thus alfo the invocation of 
faints was introduce4, by therhe- 
torical high-foaring flights of the 
fathers in their apoftrophe’s to 
deceafed faints, as Jerome to the 
lady Paula, Gregory Nazienzen 
to his fifter Gorgonia, Augutftine 
to hismother Monica, &c. Thefe 
figurative flourifhes were thought 
by the people, a praying to the 
dead. 

In the very fame way was 
tranfubftantiation at firft intro- 
duced into the world, viz. by 
the high rhetorical expreffions of 
the fathers, refpecting the ele- 
ments in the facrament of the 
Lord’sfupper, This was defign- 
ed to exciteawe in the commu- 
nicants, but caufed great idolatry. 

On fuch reviews, it would 
certainly admit of fome difputa- 
tion, whether oratory has not 
done more mifchief than good in 
the world? whether itfhould not 
be rather difcouraged among ley- 
ers of truth? whether it has notof- 
ten taken away your eftates at the 
lawyers bar, and now endangers 
the foul in the raving, affected, 
wild, enthutiaftic oratory of me- 
thodifts. 
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2. A fond affectation of ob- 
fcurities and myfteries, alfo al- 
lures the ignorant people.- It is 
true the New Teftament {peaks 
of many things in the Old, as 
types of the great Mefhiah. But 
thefe men would throw darknefs 
on the New alfo, and affect new 
con{truétions and myftic mean- 
ings 5 though a gracious God 
gave it for the good of all men, 
and declares it plain and full. 

Let us never afteét to amufe 
ourfelves or others with dark- 
nefs, which has in all ages been 
the practice of heretics and falfe 
teachers, as the Gnofticks, (a- 
eainft whom fome apoftles wrote) 
fpoke an unintelligible gibberifh 
of their eons, and their feveral 
conjugations, &c. Of whom the 
ingenious Dr, Edwards remarks, 
“* Thefe dark writers, like the 
cuttle-fith, love to hide them- 
felves in their own ink.” 

‘Thus the Cabbalifts, Behmen- 
ifts, Mr. Law, old Quakers, 
Moravians, Methodifts, Quietifts, 
&c. &c. all affect a myftic langu- 
age, a dark kind of canting, 
while tley fpeak of new lights, 
calls, leading, impulfes, beaming, 
fhinings, &c. ‘Vhey talk much of 
a light within them. This phrafe 
ferves at all turns, inftead of 
cominon fenfe, argument, and 
fcripture. Light is itfelfa very 
fubtle fluid matter belonging on- 
ly to bodies. It is only ,by me- 
taphor app.ied to fpirits, there- 
fore not fit to clear up what they 
lay the flrefs of their whole re- 
lizion on. But what is this light? 
Read Barclay, Keith, and Penn. 
‘l hey fay it ts, ** A divine fire ; 
the birth of Chrift; the lite of 
Chrft; the meafure of lite and 
grace; the divine air; the {piri- 
tual leaven; the alarum ; the 
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vehicle of God; the fpiritualbo. ff 
dy of Chrift; the celeftial liohe 

and life. ‘The light or {pirit within | 
us is not the proper eflence of ~ 
God; not the fpirit or divine 
power, but different from it, for 
the fpirit influenceth on man by 
this feed.” “They tell us again, 
** It is a {piritual fubftance, not 
an accident; a diftiné&t feparate . 
thing from man’s foul, and all 

the Rculiies of it; vehiculum Dei, 

or the fpiritual body of Chrift, 
which came down from heaven; 
this light is a fubftance compof- 
ed of body and fpirit 5 its body 
the veflel of its fpirit, which fpi- 
rit is a meafure of the {pirit or 
foul of Chrift, the heavenly 
man,’?’ Whoever fhall reconcile 
all thefe, muft be an Oedippus 
indeed. ‘This is a proper inftance 
of myftic enthuliafm, with which 
they are all tainted. Every rea- 
der muft pronounce this light to 


be darknefs. Beware of thefe 


bold allegorizers, dark as the 
Delphic oracles, in hard Greek, 
without points, not tranflated. 
Beware of all who think their 
wild cant to be feraphic notions, 
Let none perfuade you that non- 
fenfe and raving are facred. 

3. But the greateft caufe of 
all, why this blind fanaticifm 
fpreads, is their pretence to in- 
{piration, Not contented with 
their high-flights of affected ora- 
tory, they pretend to an imme- 
diate converfe with God. ‘There 
are great numbers of people,who 
are ready to receive any thing, 
the moft abfurd and even wicked, 
if it Comes with an affeéted fub- 
limity and great warmth, from 
one who gives out that he re- 
Ceives it from God. Poor crea- 
tures, they do not confider, that 
what they efteem as a divine in- 

{piration, 
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fpiration, is only an over-heated 
imagination, an ungovernable 
fancy, from a diftempered brain ! 
Hence their ftrange motions, odd 
geftures, raptures, tranfports, 
and extacies. Hence wrong con- 
ceptions, and erroneous impref- 
fions on their minds, which will 
not fuffer truth to fettle there. 

Let our readers at leaft re- 
member this remark, ‘* Uhat 
fuch intollerable blunders and er- 
rors as we have briefly mention- 
ed, can never prefume to be 
from the all-wife and moft gra- 
dious God.” 

If we would keep the path of 
truth and fober religion, we muft 
be on our guard againft irregular 
flights of imagination ; and learn 
to diftinguifh between folid ar- 
“Roe and vilionary conceits. 

‘ruth is fimple, naked yet ra- 
diant, but falfhood is di guifed 
with various coloured cloaths. 

Fools alfo are common, who 
Jook chiefly on words, but re- 

ard not the nature of things. 

Jen too often impofe on their 
fouls, by judging of things ac- 
cording to the force or weaknels, 
elegance or fublimity of the words 
that exprefs them. ‘* Things 
themfelves lie at the mercy of 
orators.’ 

Let us alfo beware of having 
itching ears, i.e. of being tickled 
with novelty, of their warm ha- 
rangues. Let us always fufpedt 
thofe men who are againft clofe 
reafoning and arguing. What 
dreams, phantoms, {pectres, hob- 
goblins, utopian fchemes, legen- 
dary conceits, and wild fictions, 
are embraced by poor wild en- 
thufiafts of every denomination, 
as though they were gofpel 
truths, Let us adopt no opi- 
nion, becaufe it comes recom- 


mended by a flourifh of words, 
and pleafes our warmeft fancy, 
until it is long and well weighed 
in the balance of reafon, and (if 
religious) compared with the ftan- 
dard of the holy feripture, the 
fober Chriftians only rule. 

Puito-ALETHEIAS, 
Lewes, March 5 1779. 





The Conftitution or Form of Go- 
vernment, agreed to and refolv- 
ed upon, by the Reprefentatives 
of the Freemen of the State of 
North-Carolina, eleéted ana 
chofen for that particular Pur- 
pole, in Congrefs affembled, at 
Halifax, Dec. 18, 1776, 


A Declaration of Rights, &c. 


I. HAT all political power 
is vefted in, and deriv- 
edfrom, the peopleonly, 

2. ‘That the people of this 
{tate ought to have the fole and 
exclufive right of regulating the 
internal government and _ police 
thereof. 

3. Uhatnoman, or fet of men 
are intitled to exclufive or fepa- 
rate emoluments or privileges 
from thecommunity, but in con- 
fideration of public fervices. 

4. That the legiflative, exe- 
cutive, and fupreme judicial 
powers of government, ought 
to be for ever feparate and dif 
tinét from eachother. 

4. Lhat all powers of fuf- 
pending laws, or the execution 
of laws, by any authority, with- 
out confent of the reprefenta- 
tives of the people, is injurious 
to their rights, and ought not 
to be exercifed, 

6. ‘That elections of members, 

to 
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to ferve as reprefentatives in gc- 
neral aflembly, ought to be free. 

4. That in all criminal profe- 
cutions every man has a right to 
be informed of the accufation 
again{thim, and to confront the 
accufers and witneffes with other 
teftimony, and fhall not be com- 
pelled to give evidence againft 
himfelf. 

8. That no freeman fhall be 
put to anfwer any criminal charge 
but by indictment, prefentment, 
or impeachment, 

g. That no freeman fhall be 
convitted of any crime, but by 
the unanimous verdict of a jury 
of goodand lawful men, in open 
court, as heretofore ufed, 

10. ‘That exceffive bail fhould 
not be required, nor exceflive 
fines impofed, nor cruel or un- 
ufual punifhments inflicted, 

11. hat general warrants, 
whereby an officer or meflen- 
ger may be commanded to fearch 
jufpected places, without evi- 
dence of the fact committed, or 
to feize any perfon or perfons 
not named, whofe offences are 
not particularly defcribed and fup- 
ported by evidence, are dange- 
rous to liberty, and ought not 
to be granted. 

12. hatno freeman ought to 
be taken, imprifoned, or dif- 
feized of his freehold, liberties 
or privileges, or outlawed and 
exiled, or in any manner deft:oy- 
ed or deprived of his life, liber- 
ty, or property, but by the law 
of the land, 

13. ‘That every freeman re- 
{trained of his liberty, is intitled 
to a remedy to inquire into the 
lawfulnefs thereof,and to remove 
the fame if unlawful, and that 
fuch remedy ought not to be de- 
pied or delayed, 


Conftitution of North-Carolina, 


14. That in all controverfies 
at law refpecting property the 
ancient mode of trial by jury is 
one of the beft fecurities of the 


rights of the people, and ought © 


to remain facred and inviolable. 

15. That the freedom of the 
prefs is one of the great bulwarks 
of liberty, and therefore ought 
never to be reftrained. 

16. That the people of this 
{tate ought not to be taxed, or 
made fubject to the payment of 
any impott or duty, without the 
confent of themfelves, or their 
reprefentatives in general aflem- 
bly freely given, 

17. That the people have a 
right to bear arms for the defence 
of the ftate; and as itanding ar- 
mies in time of peace are dange- 
rous to liberty, they ought not 
to be kept up; and that the mi- 
litary fhould be kept under {trict 
f{ubordination to, and be govern- 
ed by the civil power, 

18. That the people have a 
right to aflemble together, to 
confult for their common good, 
to inftruct their reprefentatives, 
and to apply to the legiflature for 


redrefs of grievances, 


1g. hat all men have a na- 
tural and unalienable right to 
worhhip Almighty God, accord- 
ing to the dictates of their own 
con{cience. 

20. That for redrefs of griev- 
ances, and for amending and 
{trengthening the laws, eleétions 
ought to be often held. 

21. That a frequent recur- 
rence to fundamental principles 
is abfolutely neceflary to preferve 
the bleffings of liberty. 

22. That no hereditary emo- 
luments, privileges, or honours, 
ought to be granted or conferred 
in this ftate. 
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23. That perpetuities and mo- 
nopolies are contrary to the ge- 
nuis of a free ftate, and ought 
not to be allowed. 

24. That retrofpective’ laws, 
punifhing facts committed before 
the exiftence of fuch laws, and 
by them only declared criminal, 
are oppreffive, unjuft, and in- 
compatible with liberty, where- 
fore no ex poft faéto law ought to 
be made. 

25. The property of the foil 
in a free government being one 
of the eflential rights of the col- 
lective body of the people, it is 
neceflary, in order to avoid fu- 
ture difputes, that the limits of 
the ftate fhould be afcertained 
with precifion; and as the for- 
mer temporary line between 
North and South-Carolina was 
confirmed and extended by com- 
miffioners, appointed by the le- 
giflatures of the two ftates, agree- 
able to the order of the late king 
George II. in council, that line, 


‘ and that only, fhould be efteem- 


ed the fouthern boundary of this 
ftate, that is to fay, beginning 
on the fea fide at a cedar ftake, 
at or near the mouth of Little 
river (being the fouthern extre- 
mity of Brunfwic county), and 
running from thence a north-wett 
courfe through the boundary 
houfe, which ftands in thirty three 
degrees fifty fix minutes to thirty 
five degrees north latitude, and 
from thence a weit courfe, fo far 


as is mentioned in the charter of 


of king Charles iJ. to the late 
proprietors of Carolina: There- 
fore all the territory, feas, wa- 
ters, and harbours, with their ap- 
purtenances, lying between the 
line above defcribed, and the 
fouthern line of the ftate of Vir- 
ginia, which begins on the fea 
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fhore, in thirty fix degrees thirty 
minutes north latitude, and from 
thence runs weft, agreeable to 
the faid charter of king Charles, 
are the right and property of the 
people of this ftate, to be held 
by them in fovereignty ; any par- 
tial line, without the confent of 
the legiflature of this ftate, at any 
time thereafter direéted, or laid 
out in anywife notwithftanding. 
Provided always, ‘That this de- 
claration of right fhall not preju- 
dice any nation or nations of in- 
dians, from enjoying fuch hunt- 
ing grounds as may have been, 
or hereafter fhall be fecured to 
them, by any former or future 
legiflature of this ftate. And 
provided alfo, That it fhall not 
be conftrued fo as to prevent the 
eftablifhment of one or more go- 
vernments weftward of this ftate, 
by confent of the legiflature. And 
provided further, Vhat nothing 
herein contained fhall affect the 
titles or poffleffions of individuals, 
holding or claiming under the laws 
heretofore in force, or grants 
heretofore made by tne late king 
George III. or his predeceffors, 
or the late lords proprietors, or 
any of them. 


The Conflitution or Form of Go- 


vernment, &c. 


HEREAS allegiance and 
protection are in their na- 

ture reciprocal, and the one {hould 
of right be refufed when the 
other is withdrawn ; and where- 
as George the Third, king of 
Great Britain, and late fove- 
reign of the Britifh American 
colonies, hath not only with- 
drawn from them his protection, 
but by an act of the Britifh le- 
giflature declared the an 
0 








of thefe ftates out of the protec- 
tion of the Britifh crown, and 
all their property found upon the 
hich feas liable to be feized and 
confifcated to the ufes mention- 
ed in the faid aét; and the faid 
George the Third has alfo fent 
fleets and armies to profecute a 
cruel war againft them, for the 
purpofe of reducing the inhabi- 
tants of the faid colonies to a 
ftate of abject flavery, in confe- 
quence whereof, all government 
under the faid king within the 
faid colonies hath ceafed, and a 
total diffolution of government 
in many ot them have taken place. 
And whereas the Continental 
Congrefs, having confidered the 
premifes, and other previous vio- 
lations of the rights of the good 
people of America, have there- 
tore declared, that the Thirreen 
United Colonies are of right 
wholly abfolved from all allegi- 
ance to the Britifh crown, or 
any other foreign jurifdiction 
whatfoever; and that the faid 
colonies now are, and for ever 
fhall be, free and independent 
{tates: Wherefore, in our pre- 
fent ftate, in order to prevent 
anarchy and confufion, it becomes 
neceflary that government fhould 
be eftablifhed in this {tate ; there- 
fore we, the reprefentatives of 
the freemen of North-Carolina, 
chofen and aflembled in Congrefs, 
for the exprefs purpofe of fram- 
ing a conttitution, under the au- 
thority of the people, moft con- 
ducive to their happinefs and 
profperity, do declare, that a 
government for this ftate fhall 
be eftablifhed in manner and form 
following, to wit, 

1, That the legiflative autho- 
rity fhall be vefted in two dif- 
tinct branches, both dependent 
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on the people, to wit, a fenate 
and houfe of commons. 

2. That the fenate fhall be com- 
pofed of reprefentatives annually 
chofen by ballot, one for each 
county in the ftate. 

3. Phat the houfe of commons 
fhall be compofed of reprefenta- 
tives annually chofen by ba lot, 
two for each county, and one 
for each of the towns of Eden- 
town, Newbern, Wilmington, 
Salifbury, Hillfborough, and Ha- 
lifax. 

4. That the fenate and houfe 
of commons, aiiembled for the 
purpofe of legiflation, fhall be 
ee the General Aflem- 

, . That each member of the 
fenate fhall have utually refided 
in the county in which he ischo- 
fen for one year immediately pre- 
ceding his eleétion, and for the 
fame time fha)l have poflefied, 
and continue to poflefs, in the 
county which he reprefents, not 
lefs than three hundred acres of 
land in fee. 

6. That each member of the 
houfe of commons fhall have ufu- 
ally refided in the county in which 
he is chofen for one year imme- 
diately preceeding his election, 
and for fix months fhall have pof- 
fefled, and continue to poflefs, 


‘inthe county which he reprefents, 


not lefs than one hundred acres 
of land in fee, for the term of 
his own life. 


7. That all freemen of the age 
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of cane one years, who have ~ 


been inhabitants of any one coun- 
ty within the ftate twelve months 
immediately preceding the day of 
election, and pofleffed of a free- 
hold within the fame county of 
fifty acres of land for fix months 
next before, and at the day of 
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election, fhall be entitled to vote 
for a member of the fenate. 

8. That all freemen oi the age 
of twenty one years, who have 
been inhabitants of any county 
within the ftate twe!ve months 
immediately preceeding the day 
of any election, and hall have paid 
public taxes, {hall be entitled to 


_ yote for members of the houfe of 


commons for the county in which 
he refides 

g, Uhat all perfons pofleffed 
of a freehold in any town in this 
ftate, having a right of reprefen- 
tation, and alfo all freemen who 
have been inhabitants of any fuch 
town twelve months next before, 
and at the day of election, and 
fhail have paid public taxes, {hall 
be en‘itled to vote for a mem- 
ber to reprefent tuch townin the 
houfe of commons. Provided 
always, Vhat this fection fhall 
not entitle any inhabitant of fuch 
town to vote for members of the 
houfe of commons for the coun- 
ty in which he may refide, nor 
any freeholder in fuch county 
who refides without, or beyond 
the limits of fuch town, to vote 
for a member for faid town, 

10. That the fenate and houfe 
of commons, when met, fhall 
each have power to choofe a 
{fpeaker, and other their officers, 
be judges of the qualifications 
and elections of their own mem- 
bers ; fit upon their own adjourn- 
ments fromday to day ; and pre- 
pare bills to be paffed into laws 
‘Lhe two houfes thall direét writs 
of election for fupplying interme- 
diate vacancies, and {hall alfo 
jointly, by ballot, adjourn them- 
ielves to any future day and 
place, 

11. That all bills fhall be read 


three times in each houfe before 
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they pafs into laws, and be fidh- 
ed by the fpeaker of both houfes. 

12. That every perfon who 
fhall be chofen a member of the 
fenate or houfe of commons, or 
appointed to any office or place 
of truft, before taking his feat, 
or entering upon the execution 
of his office, fhal] take an oath to 
the ftate, and all officers fhall alfo 
take an oath of office. 

13. Uhat the general affemb! 
fhall, by joint ballot of bot 
houfes, appoint judges of the fu- 
p’eme courts of law and equity, 
judges of admiralty, and attorney 
general, who {fhall be commifii- 
oned by the governor, and hold 
their offices during good behavi- 
our, 

14. That the fenate and houfe 
of commons fhall have power to 
appoint the generals and field of- 
ficers of the militia, and all of- 
ficers of the regular army of this 
{tate, 

15. That the fenate and houfe 
of commons, jointly, at their firft 
meeting after each annual eleécti- 
on, fhall by balict eleét a gover- 
nor for one year, who fhall not 
be eligible to that office longer 
than three yearsin fix fucceeflive 
years, ‘That no perfon under 
thirty years of age, and who has 
not been a refident in this ftate 
above five years, and having in 
the ftate a freehold in lands and 
tenements above the value of one 
thoufand pounds, thall be eligible 
as a governor. 

16. Vhat the fenate and houfe 
of commons, jointly, at their 
firft meeting after each annual 
election, fhall by ballot elect fe- 
ven perfons to be a council of 
{tate for one year, who {hall ad- 
vife the governor in the execu- 
tion of his office, and that four 
members 
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members fhall be a quorum ; their 
advice and proceedings fhall be 
entered in a journal to be kept 
for that purpofe only, and figned 
by the members prefent, to any 
part of which any member pre- 
fent may enter his diflent. And 
fuch journal fhall be laid before 
the general aflembly, when cal- 
led for by them. 

17. That there fhall be a feal 
of this ftate, which fhall be kept 
by the governor, and ufed by 
him as occafion may require ; and 
fhall be called, The Great Seal cf 
the State of North Carolina, and 
be affixed to all grants and com- 
miffions. 

18, The governor for the time 
being, fhall be captain general 
and commander in chief of the 
militia; and in the recefs of the 
general aflemblyfhall have power, 
by and with the advice of the 
council of ftate, to embody the 
militia for the public fafety. 

19. That the governor for the 
time being, fhall have power to 
draw for, and apply, fuch fums 
of money as fhall be voted by the 
general aflembly for the contin- 
eencies of government, and be 
accountable to them forthe fame, 
He alfo may, by and with the 
advice of the council of ftate, lay 
embargoes, or prohibit the ex- 
portation of any commodity, for 
any term not exceeding thirty 
days at any one time, in the re- 
ce{s of the general aflembly ; and 
{hall have the power of granting 
pardons and reprieves, except 
where the profecution fhall be 
carried on by the general affem- 
bly, or the law fhall otherwife 
direct; in which cafe he may, 
in the recefs, grant a reprieve 
until the next fitting of the ge- 
neral aflembly ; and may exer- 


cife all the other executive powers 
of government, limited and re- 
{trained, as by this conftitution 
is mentioned, and according to 
the laws of the ftate. And on 
his death, inability, or abfence 
from the ftate, the. fpeaker of 
the fenate for the time being; 
and in cafe of his death, inability, 
or abfence fiom the. ftate, the 
{peaker of the houfe of commons 
fhall exercife the powers of go- 
vernment, after fuch death, or 
during fuch abfence or inability, 
of the governor, or fpeaker of 
the fenate, or until a new no- 
mination is made by the general 
aflembly.: 

20, What in every cafe where 
any officer, the right of whofe 
appointment is by this conftitu- 
tion vefted in the general aflem- 
bly, ihall during their recefs die, 
or his office by other means be- 
come vacant, the governor fhall 
have power, with the advice of 
the council of the ftate, to fill 
up fuch vacancy by granting a 
temporary commiffion, which 
{hall expire at the end of the next 
feflion of the general aflembly. 

21. That the governor, judges 
of the fupreme court of law and 
equity, judges of admiralty, and 
attorney general, fhall have ade- 
quate falaries, during their con- 
tinuance in office. 

22. ‘What the general affembly 
fhall, by joint ballot of both 
houfes, annually appoint a trea- 
furer or treafurers for this ftate. 

23. hat the governor, and 
other officers, offending againft 
the ftate, by violating any part 
of this conftitution, mal-admini- 
{tration, or corruption, may be 
profecuted on the impeachment 
of the general aflembly, or pre- 
fentment of the grand jury of any 

court 











court of fupreme jurifdiction in 
this ftate. 

25. That no perfons, who 
heretofore have been, or hereaf- 
ter may be receivers of public 
monies, fhall have a feat in ei- 
ther houfe of general aflembly, 
or be eligible to any office in 
this ftate, until fuch perfon fhall 


_ have fully accounted for, and 


paid into the treafury, all fums 
for which they may be account- 
able and liable. 

26. That no treafurer fhall 
have a feat either in fenate, 
houfe of commons, or council 
of {tate, during his continuance 
in that office, or before he fhall 
have finally fettled his accounts 
with the public, for all the mo- 
nies which may be in his hands, 
at the expiration of his office, 
belonging to the ftate, and hath 
paid the fame into the hands 
of the fucceeding treafurer. 

27. That no officer in the 
regular army or navy, in the 
fervice and pay of the United 
States, of this or any other ftate, 
nor any contractor or agent for 
fupplying fuch army or navy 
with clothing or provifions,fhall 
have a feat in either the {fenate, 
houfe of commons, or council 
of ftate, or be eligible thereto ; 
and any member of the fenate, 
houfe of commons, or council 
of ftate, being appointed to, 
and accepting {uch office, fhall 
thereby vacate his feat. 

28. That no member of the 
council of ftate fhall have a feat 


either in the fenate or houfe of 


commons. 

29. That no judge of the fu- 
preme court of law or equity, 
or judge of admiralty, fhal! have 
a feat in the fenate, houfe of 
commons, or council of dtate. 
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30. That no fecretary of this 
ftate, attorney general, orclerk 
of any court of record, fhall 
have a feat in the fenate, houfe 
of commons, or council of ftate, 
1. That no clergyman or 
preacher of the gofpel, of any 
denomination, fhall be capable 
of being a member of either the 
fenate, houfe of commons, or 
council of ftate, while he con- 
tinues in the exercife of the pa- 
ftoral function, 

32, hat no perfon who fhall 
deny the being of God, or the 
truth of the Proteftant religion, 
or the divine authority either of 
the Old or New Teftament, or 
who fhall hold religious prin- 
ciples incompatible with the 
freedom and fafety of the ftate, 
fha!l be capable of holding any 
office, or place of truft or pro- 
fit in the civil department with- 
in this ftate. 

33. That the juftices of the 
peace within their refpective 
countics in this ftate,; fhall ia 
future be recommended to the 
governor, for the time being, 
by the reprefentatives in gene- 
ral aflembly, and the governor 
fhall commiffion them ‘accord- 
ingly; and the fuitices, when 
fo commiffioned, fhall hold their 
offices during good behaviour, 
and fhall not be removed from 
office by the general affembly, 
unlefs for mifbehaviour, abfence, 
or inability. 

34. That there fhall be no 
eltablifhment of any one religi- 
ous church or denomination in 
this itvte in preference to any 
other, neither fhall any perfon, 
on any pretence whatfoever, be 
compelled to attend any place 
of worthip contrary to his own 
faith or judgment, nor be o- 
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bliged to pay for the purchafe 
of any glebe, or the building 
of any houfe of worfhip, or for 
the maintenance of any minifter 
or miniftry, contrary to what 
he believes right, or has volun- 
tarily and perionally engaged to 
perform; but all perfons fhall 
be at liberty to exercife their 
own mode of worlhip. Provid- 
ed, ‘UVhat nothing herein con- 
tained fhall be conftruéted to 
exempt preachers of treafonable 
or feditious difcourfes from le- 
gal trial and punifhment. 

. That no perfon in the 
ftate fhall hold more than one 
lucrative office atone time. Pro- 
vided, That no appointment in 
the militia, or the office of a 
juftice of the peace, fhall be con- 
fidered as a lucrative office. 

36. That all commiffions and 
grants fhal] run in the name of 
the {tate of North-Carolina, and 
bear teft, and be figned by the 
governor. All writs fhall run 
in the fame manner, and bear 
teft, and be figned by theclerks 
of the refpective courts. In- 
dictments fhall conclude, 4gain/? 
the peaee and dignity pen fiate. 

37- That the delegates for 
this {tate to the Continental 
Congrefs, while neceflary, fhall 
be chofen annually by the ge- 
neral aflembly, by ballot, but 
may be fuperieded in the mean 
time in the fame manner, and 
no perfon fhall be elected to ferve 
in that capacity for more than 
three years fucceffively. 

31. That there fhal] be a fhe- 
riff, coroner, or coroners, and 
conftables,in each county with- 
in this ftate. 

39. That the perfon of a 
debtor, where there is not a 
itrong prefumption of fraud, 
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fhall not be continued in prifon, 
after delivering up, bona fide, all 
his eftate, real and perfonal, for 
the ufe of his creditors, in fuch 
manner as {hall be hereafter re- 
a by law. All prifoners 

all be bailable by {ufficient 
furcties, unlefs for capital of- 
fences, when the proof is evi- 
dent, or the prefumption great, | 

40. That every foreigner who 
comes to fettle in this {tate, hav- 
ing firft taken an oath of alles 
glance to the fame, may pur- 
chale, or by other juft means 
acquire, hold, and transfer land, 
or other real eftate; and after 
one year’s refidence, fhall be 
deemed a free citizen, 

41. That a fchool or fchools 
fhall be eftablifhed by the legif- 
lature, for the convenient in- 
{truction of youth, with fuch 
falaries to the mafters, paid by 
the public, as may enable them 
to inftrué& at low prices; and 
all ufeful learning thall be duly 
encouraged and promoted inone - 
or more univerfities. 

42. That no purchafe of lands 
fhall be made of the indian na- 
tives, but on behalf of the pub- 
lic, by authority of the general 
aflembly. 

43. That the future legifla- 
ture of this ftate fhall regulate 
intails in fuch manner as to 
prevent perpetuities. 

44, That the declaration of 
the rights is hereby declared to 
be ‘part of the conftitution of 
this ftate, and ought never to | 
be violated, on any pretence 
whatfoever. 

45. That any member of el- 
ther houfe of general affembly 
{hall have liberty to diflent from, 
and proteft againft, any act or 
refolve which he may think in- 

juriou s 








jurious to the public, or any in- 
dividual, and have the reafons 
of his diffent entered on the 
journals. 

46. That neither houfe of the 
general affembly proceed upon 
public butinefs, unlefs a majo- 
ricy of all the members of fuch 
houfe are aétually prefent; and 
that updn a motion made and 
feconded, the yeas and nays 
upon any queftion fhal] be taken 
and entered on the journals; 
and that the journals of the pro- 
ceedings of both houfes of the 
general affembly fhal! be print- 
ed, and made public, immedi- 
ately after their adjournment. 

RicHARD CaswELL, 
Prefident. 





Sermon on the combat of the Duel. 
Py the Rev. William Macfee, 
a Chaplain of the army. Preach- 
ed at the Camp at Vailley-Forge, 
Feb. 1778. 


Two men of the Hebrews ftrove 


together *, 


HE facred book abounds 
with feveral initances of 
duels, ‘The firft that we read 
of is, that of Cain and Abel; 
where the elder brother fent a 
challenge to the younger, be- 
caufe his facrifice had been more 
acceptable to the Lord. They 
met, and Abel fell, having re- 
ceived the end of a club, as it 
is generally fuppofed, fome 
where above his right temple, 
The fecond inftance of which 
we read, is that in the text; 
where two young Hebrews had 
met, with their feconds, to de- 


* Exodus i, 
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cide a {mall difference, but what 
it was has perplexed all com- 
mentators. Mofes, Jike a young 
man as he was, endeavoured to 
quiet thfir refentment to each 
other, or to overcome it, by put- 
ting them in mind that they 
were brethren. The conduct 
of the young man was indifcreet, 
and he received a proper check 
by the rebuke of the two brick- 
layers. 

The next inftance that we 
read of, is, that when a young 
officer of a bear fent a challenge 
to young David, who reported 
that he was fund of eating fheep; 
which calumny, true or falfe, it 
behoved him, as a bear of ho- 
nour, to refent. David met him, 
and having difcharged their pif- 
tols they took to the points, and 
in the fuffle, while the bear had 
thrown himfelf too far forward 
in attempting a lunge, David 
caught him by the ,beard, and 
{mote him through the body. 

Having given thefe few in- 
{tances from {fcripture, I fhall 
go on to fhew the neceflity of 
the duel, and then to prefs ic 
a little on my audience. 

It is neceflary. For it is 
not every man that has the 
command of his paffions; and 
thefe, unlefs they are fuffered 
to evaporate in fome manner, 
will burft out into robberies, 
and burglaries, and do damage 
to fociety. The paffion of pride 
is one of the mott troublefome 
amongit men, and to this there 
is nothing fo powerfu. an anti- 
dote as fear, which never fails 
to be excited when the chal- 
lenge comes to hand, ‘The 
duel is like an eleétrical con- 
ductor to all evil paffions. The 
man who this moment was boil- 
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ing hot, with pride and every 
haughty paflion, is now calmand 
moderate, for fomebody has fent 
him a challenge. It is the only 
misfortune that this very princi- 
ple of fear prevents the certainty 
of the execution; for by giving 
a trembling to the hand, itcomes 
to pafs that very few are wound- 
ed, and ftill fewer fall in the 
combat. Toremedy this I would 
propofe, that the duellifts fhould 
ftand nearer, and put their nofes 
into each others barreiz, while the 
piitols are difcharged. Swift fays, 
*< He fhould be forry to fee the 
legiflatures make any more laws 
againft duelling, for if villains and 
ra{cals will difpatch one another, 
it is for the good of the com- 
munity.” But the misfortune 
is, they will not difpatch one 
another, but this principle of fear, 
and the diftance at which they 
ftand, prevents any fhot being ef- 
feétual. 

The philofophers of the former 
time, and the ecclefiaftics of the 
prefent, are againft duelling; 
forfooth, becaufe by ftudy and 
thinking, their warm paffions are 
rendered tame, and they have no 
need of blood-letting ; but they 
do not confider, that there are 
many others, who, if they were 
not fufféred to give themfelves 
vent this way, would rage and 
roar like mad bears, ‘and fet the 
world on fire. 

Having now feen the neceflity 
of this exercife, it remains that 
I prefs it a little on my audience. 
Who is tLere amongft you that 
did not praife the corporal the 
other day, who having obferved 
jomething’ like a fmile on the 
countenance of his ‘neighbour, 
‘nd not being abie to affign the 
cauie of it, fent him a challenge. 


‘The corporal it is true, received 
a ball through the rim of his bel- 
ly, and was buried that evening; 
but it is his confolation that he 
is now, with the angel Michael 
in Abraham’s bofom. 

When I mention the angel 
Michael it brings to my mind the 
circumftance of the Devil fend- 


ing him a challenge. But, ac- . 


cording to the apoftle Jude, he 
(that is Michael) durft not ac- 
cept of it, or, as it isin the tran- 
flation, ** bring a railing accufa- 
tion, but faid, the Lord rebuke 
thee.” I do not know what to 
fay for Michael, for certainly it 
muft be granted that, in this in- 
{tance, he aéted not like an an- 
gel of honour, 

The only objeétion that J know 
of againft the practice of the duel, 
and with an anfwer to which L 
fhal] conclude, is, that in the 
New Teftament itis confiderably 
difcouraged by the fpirit of for- 


bearance inculcated in thefe 


words, ‘* Ifany man fmite thee * 


on the right cheek, turn to him 
the other alfo.” But to~this it 
is to be faid, that the ‘* the ve 
of the Galilean lake,”’ as Mil- 
ton calls him, (tor I know my 
bufinefs better than to {peak plain- 
ly out, and to fay Cori/? in an 
army) the pilot of the Galilean 
lake, I fay, and his apoftles, a- 
mong whofe difcourfes and writ- 
ings fentiments like thefe are 
found, were not what we call 
men of honour. Bred up about 
the fea of Tiberias, they had 
not the beft opportunity, by 
travelling, to become acquainted 
with the world. Nay our Sa- 
viour himfelf plainly tells you fo, 
*¢ Verily 1 fay unto you, My 
kingdom is not of this world.” 
Now, as men of honour never 
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ropofe to go into his kingdom, comes menthat know the world; 

why fhall they frame themfelves and when they go to the devil, 
agreeable to its cuftoms? It is let them fend challenges as he 
abfurd; and while they live in has done, and fightduek accord- 
this world, let them live as be- ing to his dictates, 
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LL were attentive to the warlike man, 
When from his lofty bench he thus began : 
Great chiefs what you command me to relate, 
Renews the fad remembrance of my fate, 
The heavy fhocks and rubs that came to pafs, 
All which 1 faw, and part of which I was, 
What rifle man in all that fhirted band 
Led oft againft us by. fierce Colonel Hand ; 
Or what elfe rebel ’mongft our rudeft foes, 
Could hear unmov’d the ftory of our woes. 
Q Nay Mifflin’s felf, hot Mifflin’s felf could fcarce 
Refrain from tears while I the tale rehearfe. 
But fee the golden lamp of day the fun, 
Slopes gently downward from his higheft noon, 
And foon the fhades of evening fhall prevail, 
And bring the clouds of night upon my tale 
E’re it is finifh’d; fo immenfe and long 
Are all thofe things which dwell upon my tongue. 
But though it gives a melancholy heart 
To recollect them, yet receive a part. 
Now had the capture of the Heifian band, 
In that fmall town which fhades the Delaware ftrand, 
Reach’d our fad ears, and touch’d us with furprife, 
And bade ftreams flow from every warrior’s eyes; 
When from the village where encamp’d we lay, 
‘To ‘lrenton’s plains we took our wintry way, 
With full revenge our minds to fatiate, te 
And on the rebels bring an equal fate. i 
Each veteran foldier bore a large knapfack ba 
With change of raiment on his weary back, 
But I, unhappy, this misfortune had, 
My fhoes were clouted, and my breeches bad, 
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The Cornwaliad. 


For as to you it is already known, 

Sometime Jaft autumn | had fwap’d my own 

For that rent pair which Peter Parker wore, 
vhen a fad ball unbreech’d the commodore. 
‘he angry cannon gave his life releate, 

But off the trunnions knock’d his mortar piece. 
’'l were long to tell what colds I underwent, 

*Till near by ‘Trenton i had pitch’d my tent, 

But there with numbers and collected ftrength, 

Our veteran army had arrived at length. 

Yet did we not on the embattled plain, 

Long unmolefted of the foe remain. 

The place, I think, was firnam’d Maidenhead, 

Where we were met by colonel Hand’s brigade, 

Which with fharp rifles in the adjacent wood, 

‘Took from our flanks full many an ounce of blood ; 

Until we drove them from each fteep and hill, 

‘To Trenton bridge, and the adjacent mill. 

Ah! here what troops were ranged upon the height, 

And by their chiefs encouraged to the fight. 

You’ve heard of Xerxes who with bayonet point, 

Fore’d his rough way acrofs the Hellefpont, 

And pour’d a million through the mountains gates 

Of Rhodope and the Thermop’le ftraights : 

Yet what were Xerxes and his mighty hoft, 

To that militia which the Delaware croft ; 

Nay, what were thofe of conquering Tamerlane, 

Or flaming Bagazet, or Jengifcan, 

‘Yo thofe fell numbers which we faw that day, 

Drawn up in order to oppofe our way. 

It feem’d to me, collect they whence or where, 

‘The whole inhabitants of earth were there. 

No wonder, then, I fent full time enough 

My order down, to draw our regiments off : 

1 needed not; for they themfelves in flight, 

Were fwift advancing to evade the fight. 

Advancing backwards, as a man may fay, 

‘lo fave their knapfacks and efcape the fray, . 

Yet it were painful to enumerate 

What we fuftained in this fame fwift retreat, 

For many a Heffian loft that day his fpeech, 

And many a Scot was wounded in the breech, 
Butmow encemp’d, what time the fun retires 

‘To weltern hills, we ftruck our evening fires, 

Place’ diftant guards, and watchful fentries thick 

Fla)! by the bridge, and on the Sandpink creek ; 

1hen on the foil beneath our members preft, 

Compos’d'our eyes and weary limbs to reft. 






The forfaken Lover. [ae 


In vain, for yet the rude {cenes of the day, 
Did o’er our warm imaginations play, 
And oft as flumber on our eye-lids crept 
We thought the foe had ftabb’d us while we flept, 
And ftarting up, {creamed out with utmoft breath, 
For fome fkill’d furgeon, or we bleed to death; 
But all we got of medicine or help 
From fome one more awake, was, D--m the whelp. 
I once myfelf in dreary vifion faw 
J The raging Mifflin his fierce bayonet draw, 
And as he pufh’d at my pofterior thigh, ¢ 
I felt my heart and fainting {pirits die ; 
But what the flufh and pleafure of the foul 
When | awoke, and felt my backfide whole. 
‘Thus pafs’d the night, but when the morning rofe, 
And ting’d the plain where had encamp’d our foes, 
‘They had encamp’d, but now no veftige there 
Atall remained, for every height: was bare. 
Yet ftill our cavalry and troops difmayed 
Of Wathington in fome fly abttcaln 
Did not adventure to the hoftile camp, 
Or penetrate the ealt-way bending fwamp, 
And it wemained a paradox to tell, 
With what dark art er black infernal [pel 
‘The foe had blinded every centinels eyes, 
While they drew off without a word of noife, 
And how their fires refplendent through the night, 
se Late kindled up, gave an encreafing light, 
And to the firft rife of the orient day 
Continued burning, they themfelves away, 
Some had conceived that the whole thew was vain, 
An empty vifion of the troubled brain, 
Which Satan brings upon the carelefs mind, 
When for fome end he circumvents mankind, 
This was the opinion of an aged Scot, 
But others doubted who had felt the fhot. 
Mean time in difmal and afflicted plight, 
Cold, lean, and fhiv’ring from the damps of night, 
Is brought a tory who had roam’d for food 
‘Three days and nights in the adjacent wood ; 
His beard was long, and lanthron like his jaws, 
With nails grown out, and fharp as eagle’s claws. 
His voice The ref? is wanting, ; 
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The forfaken Lover. 


Y yonder ftream I built a bower, 
And deckt it o’er with many a flower, 
Phe primrofe and the violet gay; 
The 
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The forfaken Lover. 


The daifies fprung and rofes blew, 
And lofty trees to fhade me, grew, 
From Sol’s meridian ray. 


Thrice happy they, too foon I faid 

Who flee the fun to feek the fhade 
And dwell in foft abodes below ; 

To feed their flocks and with the fwains 

In moonlight eves to walk the plains 1g 
Remote from care and woe. 


*Tis their’s the conftant blifs to find 
‘That ‘fprings from eafe and peace of mind, 
But times alas are changed to me: 
Clarinda, late a lovely dame 
A fatal faithlefs beauty, came 
My flow’ry groves to fee, 


From yonder hills fhe held her way, 
Iwas on the fweeteft morn of May, 
All nature fmil’d as fhe came by : 
She came, alas! too nigh my cot, 
Her eyes their keeneft arrows fhot, 

And left me there to die. 


Yet, pitying me, a-while fhe ftaid 

‘To heal the wounds that love had made, | 
And {mil’d my cares and pains away ; | 

She prais’d the brook and prais’d the bower, 

And deckt it round with many a flower ; f : 
So pats’d the flying day. 

When eve came on, faid I, fair lafs, 

With me this night 1 hope you’!! pafs, 
The evening air may prove unkind--— 

Affent fhe gave, yet let me know, 

She muft at peep of morning go 
Her wandering flock to find. 


Alas, faid I, my goddefs, they 
Perhaps for love are gone aftray ; 

Still let them rove the hills and dales, 
Negle& your fheep and live with me, 
And damon fhall with rapture flee 

‘To feek them in the vales. 


Tis not for nymphs like you to rove 
The thicket or the lonely grove, 

To feek the herd or hunt the deer: 
()’er yonder mountains wouid you go, 
With breaft as cold, as white as fnow, 
And leave your Damon here? 


She 








The Sea-Vayage, 


She left me at the dawn of light, 

And promis’d tobe back at night, 
To meet at yonder myrtle tree. 

But whether fhe the way miftook 

Or wandered to fome other brook, 
She came no more to me. 





The Sea-Voyage. 


eee a gay ifland green and fair, 
With gentle blafts of fouthern air, 
Acrofs the deep we held our way, 
Around our barque fmooth waters played, 
No envious clouds obfcur’d the days 
Serene came on the evening fhade, 


Still farther to the north we drew, 
And Porto Rico’s mountains blue, 
Were juft decaying on the eye, 
When from the main arofe the fun; 
Before his ray the fhadows fly, 

As we before the breezes run. 


Now northward of the tropic pafs’d, 
The fickle fkies grew black at laft, 
The ruffian winds began to roar, 
The fea obey’d their tyrant force, 
And we, alas! too far from fhore, 
Muft now forfake our deftin’d courfe, 


The ftudding fails at laft to hand, 
The vent’rous captain gave command ; 
But fcarcely to the tafk went they 

When a vaftt billow o’er us broke, 
And tore the fheets and tacks away, 
Nor could the booms fuftain the {troke. 


Still vafter rofe the angry main, 
The winds through every fhroud complain ; 
The topfails we could {pread no more, 
Though doubly reef’d the furious blaft 
Away the fluttering canvas bore, 

And vow’d deftruction to the mait. 


When now the northern ftorm was quell’d, 
A calm enfued---but ocean fwell’d 
Beyond the towering mountains height, 
Till from the fouth new winds arofe ; 
Our fails we {pread at dead of night, 
And fair, though fierce, the tempeit blows. 


3.8 































































































































A Girenlar Letter, &&c, 


When morning rofe, the fkies were clear 
‘The gentle breezes warm and fair, 

Convey’d us o’er the wat’ry road; 
A fhip o’ertook us on the way, 

Her thoufand fails were fpread abroad, 
And jflutter’d in the face of day. 
At length, through many a climate pafs’d, 
Ceefaria’s hills we faw at Jaft, 

And reach’d the land of lovely dames ; 
My charming Celia there I found, 

Tis fhe my warimeft friendfhip claims, 


Continuation of the Circular 
Letter, from page 410. 


of acquiring acceffions of terri- 
tory by conqueft, the limits of 
her empire daily contraét? her 
fieets no longer rule the ocean, 
nor are her armies invincible by 
land, How many of hcr ftand- 
ards, wrefted from the hands of 
her champions, are among your 
trophies, and have graced the 
triumphs of your troops? and 
how great is the number of thofe 
who, fent to bind you in fetters, 
have become your captives, and 
received their lives from your 
hands? In fhort, whoever con- 
fiders that thefe ftates are daily 
encreafing in power; that their 
armies have become veteran; 
that their governments, founded 
in freedom, are eftablifhed ; that 
their fertile country and their af- 
fectionate ally furnifh them with 
ample fupplies ; that the Spanifh 
monarch, well prepared for war, 
with fleets and armies ready for 
combat, and a treafury overflow- 
ing with wealth, has entered the 
liits againft Britain; that the 
other Kuropean nations, often 
infulted by her pride, and alarm- 
ed by the ftridesof her ambition, 
have left her to her fate; that 


The faireft maid that treads the ground. 





Ireland, wearied with her op- 
preflions, is panting for liberty, 
and even Scotland difpleafed and 
uneafy at her edicts: Whoever 
confiders thefe things, inftead of 
doubting the iflue of the war, 
will rejoice in the glorious, the 
fure and certain profpect of fuc- 
cefs. 
' This point being eftablifhed, 
the next queftion is whether the 
natural wealth, value, and re- 
fource of the country will be 
equal to the payment of thedebt? 
fet us fuppofe, for the fake 
of argument, that at the conclu- 
fion of the war, the emiflions 
fhould amount to 200,000,000, 
that exclufive of fupplies from 
taxes, which will not be incon- 
fiderable,the loans {hould amount 
to 100,000,000, then the whole 
national debt of the United States 
would be 300,000,00e. ‘There 
areat prefent 3,000,000 of inha- 
bitants in the thirteen ftates: three 
hundred million of dollars divid- 
ed among three million of peo- 
ple, would give to each perton 
one hundred dollars ; and is there 
an individual in America unable 
in the courfe of eighteen or 
twenty years to pay it again? 
Suppofe the whole debt affefled, 
as it ought to be, on the inhabi- 
tants 
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tants in proportion to their e- 
ftates, what would then be the 
fhare of the poorer people? Per- 
haps not ten dollars. Befides, 
as this debt will not be payable 
immediately, but probably twen- 
ty years alloted for it, the num- 
' ber of inhabitants by that time 
_ in America will be far more than 
double their prefent amount It 
is wellknown that the inhabitants 
of this country encreafed almott 
in the ratio of compound intereft. 
By natural population they dou- 
bled every twenty years, and how 
great may be the hoft of emi- 
grants from other countries can- 
not be afcertained. We have the 
hicheft reafon to believe the num- 
ber will be immenfe. Suppofe 
that only ten thoufand fhould ar- 
rive the firft year after the war, 
what will thofe ten thoufand with 
their families count in twenty 
years time ?----probably double 
the number. ‘This obfervation 
applies. with proportionable force 
to the emigrants of every fuc- 
ceflive year. ‘hus you fee great 
part of your debt will be payable 
not meerly by the prefent num- 
ber of inhabitants, but by that 
number {welled and encreafed by 
the natural population of the pre- 
fent inhabitants, by multitudes 
of emigrants daily arriving from 
other countries, and by the na- 
tural population of thofe fuccef- 
five emigrants, fo that every 
perfon’s hace of the debt will be 
conftantly diminifhing, by others 
coming in to pay a proportion 
of it. 

‘Thefe are advantages which 
none but young countries enjoy. 
‘The number of inhabitants in 
every country in Europe remains 
nearly the fame from one cen- 
tury to another. No country 
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will produce more people than 
it can fublilt, and every coun- 
try, if free and cultivated, will 
produce as many as it can main- 
tain, Hence we may form fome 
idea of the future population of 


thefe ftates. Extenfive wilder- 
nefles, now fcarcely known or 
explored, remain yet to be cul- 
tivated, and vaft lakes and rivers, 
whofe waters have for ages rolled 
in filence and obfcurity to the 
ocean, are yet to hear the din 
of induftry, become fubfervient 
to commerce, and boaft delight- 
ful villas, gilded fpires, and fpa- 
cious cities rifing on their banks, 

‘Thus much for the number 
of pesfons to pay the'debt. The 
next point is their ability. They 
who enquire how many millions 
of acres are contained only in the 
fettled part of North-America, 
and how much eachacre is worth, 
will acquire very enlarged and 
yet very inadequate ideas of the 
value of this country. But thofe ' 
who will carry their enquiries 
further, and learn that we here- 
tofore paid an annual tax to Bri- 
tain of three millions fterling in 
the way of trade, and {till grew 
rich; that our commerce was 
then confined to her; that we 
were obliged to carry our com- 
modities to her market, and con- 
fequently to fell them at her price; 
that we were compelled to pur- 
chafe foreign commodities at her 
ftores, and on her terms, and 
were forbid to eftablith any ma- 
nufactories incompatible with her 
views of gain; that in future the 
whole world will be open to us, 
and we fhall be at liberty to pur- 
chafe from thofe who will fell 
on the bett terms, and to fell to 
thofe who will give the beft 
prices; that as the country en- 
Cieales 
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creafes in number of inhabitants 
and cultivation, the productions 
of the earth will be proportion- 
ably encreafed, and the riches of 
the whole proportionably great- 
et : Whoever examines the force 
of thefe and fimilar obfervations, 
muft fmile at the ignorance of 
thofe who doubt the ability of the 
United States to redeem their 
bills. 

Let it ajfo be remembered that 
paper money is the only kind of 
money which cannot ‘* make to 
itfelf wings and fly away.” It 
remains with us, it will not for- 
fake us, it is always ready and 
at hand for the purpofe of com- 
merce or of taxes, and every in- 


duftrious man can find it. On 
the contrary, fhould Britain like 
‘Nineveh (and for the fame rea- 
fon) yet find mercy, and efcape 
the ftorm ready to burft upon 
her, fhe will find her national 
debt in a very different fituation. 
Her territory diminifhed, her 
people wafted, her commerce 
ruined, her monopolies gone, fhe 
muft provide for the difcharge of 
her,immenfe debt by taxes tobe 
paid in fpecie, in gold or filver, 
perhaps now buried in the mines 
of Mexico or Peru, or ftill con- 
cealed in the brooks or rivulets 
of Africa or indoftan, 
[Ihe remainder in our next.] 





Epitome of Foreign and Domeftic Affairs. 


N the 26th of June, a De- 
@) claration was publifhed by 
the King of Spain, fetting forth, 
That the conduét of the Britith 
court towards him had been fuch, 
as to obligehim to take an active 
part in the war againft that nation, 

In confequence of this decla- 
ration the Spanifh fleet has join- 
ed that of France, 

The expedition againft Penobf- 
cut has mifcarried ; avery fu- 
perior Britifh fleet being fent 
to that quarter, Our troops re- 
treated by land, after having de- 
ftroyed their veffels. 

On the 18th of Auguft, Major 
Lee, with a party of continen- 
tal troops, furprized the garri- 
fon of Powles-Hook, brought 
off 150 prifoners, and, through 
many difficulties, made a fafe re- 
treat, For the gallantry of this 
action Congrefs have voted their 
thanks to Major Lee, and or- 
dered a golden medal, comme- 
morative of this enterprize, to 
be prefented to him. 

Gen. Sullivan came up with 


the main body of the Indians and ° 
Tories at Newtown, on the 29th 
of Auguft, where he defeated 
them. He afterwards marched 
through the Indian country, de- 
{troyed all their corn, and burnt 
all their towns, leaving but one 
fettlement in the country of the 
five nations, and not an indian 
on this fide of Niagara. 

Col. Broadhead marched from 
from fort Pitt on the 11th of Aug. 
on an expedition againft the Se- 
neca and Muncy tribes, in which 
he ‘burnt eight of their towns, 
and all their corn. 

The enemy evacuated South- 
Carolina about the beginning of 
September, and retired to the 
feaport towns of Georgia; and 
intelligence is juft received that 
Count D’Eftaing, witha power 
ful fleet, has arrived off Savan- 
nah to co-operate with General 
Lincoln in the reduction of the 
Britith forces in that quarter. 

The Britith have evacuated 
their pofts on the North River; 
and retired to New-York. 


